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Kathrin’s dissertation Jewish Refugees in Tehran during World War II analyzes the little 

studied political and social history of wartime Iran. Kathrin examines the impact European 

refugees had on the fabric of Iranian Jewry during World War II, and how political and 

historic events in Iran, and the Middle East shaped the experience of this refugee group. 

Initially an important Near East collaborator with Germany, Iran became a safe haven for 

European refugees and a regional departure point for Jewish migration to Mandate 

Palestine during World War II. When Britain and Russia jointly occupied Iran in August 

1941, and forced the Nazi sympathizer Reza Shah Pahlavi to abdicate in favor of his son 

Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, the Czech, French, and Polish governments in exile among Allied 

armies, and Jewish aid organizations were able to operate in Iran, as part of their activities, 

they received and assisted refugees.  The Polish government in exile established refugee 

camps in cooperation with Jewish aid organizations in Teheran.  

 

Haurand’s research shows how Allied armies in Iran, and Jewish organizations offered a 

space for the émigré society to interact with each other and Iranians, and to find a place of 

belonging, that helped them to deal with the loss and trauma they had experienced. 

Haurand’s paper charts how the shifts in European alliances and the Great Powers’ policy in 

the Middle East before and during World War II influenced the lives of Jewish refugees in 

Teheran, and during their flight to Mandate Palestine. Drawing upon interviews, as well as 

memoirs, letters, and archival records, Haurand investigates different forms of agency that 

the refugees employed to find a path forward after their experience of loss and trauma. 

Haurand will drill down on the role and function of nationality, class, education, religion, 

political affiliation, age and gender in shaping the refugees’ experience during their flight, 

and adjustment to their new environment in Iran. European refugees arriving in Teheran 

brought certain cultural and social assets, political, and religious aspirations with them that 

helped them to establish themselves and contribute to Iran’s rich cultural mosaic. 

 



In addition to writing her chapters, Kathrin continues her research in Jewish history, Middle 

Eastern history, and migration studies with an analytical focus on aspects of gender. She is a 

member of the research group Transcultural History of Judaism – Jewish Politics in Modernity at 

the Selma Stern Center for Jewish Studies in Berlin. Kathrin also engages in interfaith dialogue 

education projects. As a speaker of Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich (ELES) scholarship fellows, Kathrin 

organized a workshop about the Jewish history of Berlin for an interfaith group of doctoral 

students in January. Kathrin is also a member of the Jewish-Muslim think tank Karov-Qareeb, 

and the interfaith dialogue initiative Dialogue Perspective with which she participated in an 

interfaith workshop in Israel in March. In May she gave a lecture at a workshop organized by the 

Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich Foundation on the history of women’s participation and emancipation in 

Middle Eastern Jewish communities. And in December she presented her research at a 

conference of doctoral fellows of the Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich foundation. Last year Kathrin also 

wrote an article about child refugees in Tehran during World War II and their resettlement in 

Mandate Palestine for a Palgrave publication of the Beyond Camps and Forced Labour volume 

that will be published in 2020.  

 

Kathrin held a Claims Conference fellowship, a Fondation pour la Mémoire de la Shoah 
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