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P¥PVa¦ 
Mark your calendars for some of our 
upcoming departmental events, speciɲcally 
this FallɅs Colloquium Speaker Series lineup. 
See page 28 for dates to note: 
 
Upcoming Events: 

¶ Fall Colloquium Talks 

¶ HERO Summer Program Events 
 

Check out our event website for details 

PUJR^ ^R¦a 
)f you would like to receive email updates 
about events and other happenings within 
the Graduate School of Geography, contact 
us at geography@clarku.edu. Emails and  
announcements are frequently sent out 
about upcoming events, career and 
internship opportunities, and other 
important information. Sign up today! 
 
 

¦YNURa 
Traveling somewhere for research? Working 
on an interesting project around Worcester? 
Have a collection of recent photos of places 
you have visited? We are always looking for 
new content for future newsletter issues, 
so if you have information to share, feel free 
to email Rachel Levitt (RLevitt@clarku.edu) to 
see if it can be featured in an upcoming  
issue. 

è 

Dear All, 

As ϥ write this note, students are spending their summers working, 
resting, conducting research, doing internships with a range of  
public and private organizations, or simply being with family and 
friends.  Faculty are doing much the same ɀ desperately catching up 
on their writing, conducting new research and spending time with 
loved ones of whom we sadly see too little during the helter-skelter 
of semesters.  StaϜ are still coming in every day, taking care of the 
department, wrapping up last year, preparing for the next and doing 
jobs for which there is never enough time in the semester. Summer 
is a time of recuperation, of-catching up and of taking care of our 
mental and physical health as well as that of those we cherish.  ϥt is 

as important a part of the year as are the semesters in residence, and these months should also be a reminder of the need to take 
greater care of each other and of ourselves over the course of the whole year.  The summer Ɉbreakɉ should perhaps also be a  
reminder that time at Clark is not just about studying, activism, teaching, doing research or serving: it is life, it comes round just the 
once, and it is important to get the balance right. 

These thoughts are partly prompted by the contents of this newsletter, once again wonderfully put together by Rachel Levitt.  As you 
look through the pages you will see lots of photos of people smiling and being together.  Perhaps all our newsletters do but this one 
really struck me.  These smiles are, it seems to me, not just for the camera - they are the smiles of people being happy: happy at 
graduation, happy at the annual meetings of the Association of American Geographers, happy beginning this yearɅs HERO work,  
happy in Honduras, happy on the New York ɲeld trip, happy Practicing Geography, happy at the ϥnter-American Foundation fellows 
retreat.  Not all moments are happy of course (this is life, after all) but it is so important that we ɲnd happiness in doing all we do in 
the GSG, and that we enjoy being, not only achieving.  Many of the photos in this newsletter come from this MayɅs graduation, a time 
when lives come together in slightly more fullness than they do during the academic year.  Families come into the department and 
faculty see students with their parents, friends and relatives.  ϥ canɅt help feeling that this coming together is a really important  
moment, but also that it is something of a shame that it happens mostly at the end of studentsɅ degrees.  Whatever the case, gradua-
tion was a wonderful moment of celebrating lives moving forward. 

Also in this newsletter, you will see a news item from an alum who came to do a MasterɅs degree at Clark in 1949, sixty-seven years 
ago.  His reɳections on his time before, during and after Clark remind me of just how diϜerent this department has been at diϜerent 
times, how diverse our studentsɅ and staϜɅs lives have been, and how the periods in which we live mark the Geography we do and 
what Geography does to us.  Back in 1949, Clark Geography was a place deeply aϜected by the Second World War.  Among its  
graduate students were people who had had their lives turned upside down by the war and who in some cases had fought on diϜer-
ent sides.  Over a short four-year period they had moved from being displaced and from being enemies, to being settled in Worces-
ter as colleagues studying and learning together. They were also building lives.  ϥn John CollinsɅ case, he was writing a thesis on a top-
ic from his past that would go on to shape his future.  He was also failing Economic Geography. As a result of that C grade he had to 
register for another semester of class and ended up meeting his lifelong partner.  This is not encouragement to go out and fail clas-
ses, but it does help put things in perspective when we worry about a grade lower than expected or a paper that never quite gets 
ɲnished.  Things go wrong, but life carries on and the more we take care of ourselves and of each other, the more life will give us, 
and the more Clark (and Clark Geography) will be something we lived and not only somewhere we worked.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer, and go well, 

Tony 

 

Greetings from  
GSG Director Tony Bebbington 
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Professor Christopher Williams was 
recently featured on ClarkɅs Research 
Matters page where he discussed some 
of his research in Australia where he 
has spent his 2015-16 sabbatical. This 
feature is part of the Ɉ7 Continents, 1 
Summerɉ series, which highlights the 
interesting work that Clark students, 
faculty, alumni and staϜ are doing all 
over the world.  View the article here. 
6/8/16 
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The recent book by Professor Jim Mur-
phy and Pádraig Carmody (Trinity 
College Dublin), AfricaɅs ϥnformation 
Revolution, is the 2016 prizewinner of 
the Royal Academy for Overseas Scienc-
es. The award will be formally con-
ferred in Brussels this coming October.ɉ  
6/2/16 
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Professor Karen Frey and Doctoral 
Alumni Luke Trusel (PhD Ʉ14) were fea-
tured on ClarkɅs Research Matters page 
as one of the Ɉ7 Continents, 1 Summer 
seriesɉ for their work in Antarctica. ɈAs 
part of a three-year project by Clark 
geographer Karen Frey and others to 
understand surface changes in the cry-
osphere ɀ the frozen ocean water ɀ of 
West Antarctica, Luke Trusel, PhDɅ14, 
traveled to the continent in 2010-2011. 
Their research resulted in a Nature Ge-
oscience article last October that the 
online magazine Slate called Ɉthe ɲrst to 
comprehensively study the sensitivity of 
warming air temperature on the stabil-

ity of ice shelves in Antarctica.ɉ View the 
article here. 6/1/16 
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Professor Deborah Martin was re-
cently featured in an article in the New 
York Times: Ɉ...Deborah Martin, a pro-
fessor of geography at Clark University 
in Worcester, has spent years leading 
students through the city and research-
ing its social dynamics. She knows a fair 
bit: where the Ghanaians live, how the 
Latino immigrants are diϜerentiated by 
country of origin.ɉ View the article here. 
5/1/2016 
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Professor Ron EastmanɅs geoEnvi-
sioning exhibit was recently featured in 
the Worcester Telegram & Gazette: ɈAt 
Clark University, you can see the future 
Ɂ and it looks like something you 
would see in an art museum. ϥn an ex-
hibition called ɄgeoEnvisioning,Ʌ work by 
J. Ronald Eastman, professor of geogra-
phy, and his students shows the sheer 
beauty and scientiɲc potential of imag-
es created using advanced computer 
techniques. The works look like ɲne 
abstract art but they actually are maps 
made using a sophisticated software 
system developed by Clark Labs at the 
university, of which Eastman is direc-
tor.ɉ View the article here, and see the 
following page for more information 
and photos. 5/1/2016  
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Professor Dominik Kulakowski was 
quoted in an article in The Durango 
Herald. ɈClark University associate pro-
fessor Dominik Kulakowski agreed. He 
said the result, a Ɉsnag forest,ɉ is a fa-

vorable habitat for many invertebrates 
and vertebrates because of the creation 
of canopy gaps and enhanced growth 
of understory plants. ɈOutbreaks create 
snags that may be used by various 
birds and mammals, including wood-
peckers, owls, hawks, wrens, warblers, 
bats, squirrels, American marten and 
lynx,ɉ Kulakowski said.ɉ View the article 
here. 3/3/2016 
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GSG Director Tony Bebbington was 
quoted in an article in The Economist 
on mining in Latin America: ɈDespite 
the headlines, more mines go ahead 
than donɅt in Peru, points out Anthony 
Bebbington, a geography professor at 
Clark University in Massachusetts. 
Mainly because it has cheap energy and 
high-grade ores, many of PeruɅs mines 
are competitive even at todayɅs prices. 
Thanks to Las Bambas and other new 
mines, the countryɅs copper output is 
forecast to rise from 1.7m tonnes in 
2015 to 2.5m tonnes this year, second 
only to ChileɅs.ɉ View the article here. 
2/6/2016 
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Professor James McCarthy was quot-
ed in an article in the New York Times 
about the standoϜ: ɈThere were many 
people who were active simultaneously 
in the Wise Use and militia movements 
and who saw them as diϜerent mani-
festations of the same larger 
cause,ɉ [Dr.]  McCarthy said. ɈHowever, 
it is also true that many Wise Use activ-
ists were uncomfortable with the militia 
coming into their fold.ɉ View the article 
here. 1/9/16 
 
For more updates and postings, be sure 
to check out our Facebook page 
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On March 2nd, a number of geographers and 
interested students, faculty, and staϜ attended 
the opening reception for Professor Ron East-
man and Clark LabsɅ geoEnvisioning exhibit in 
Dana Commons. After hearing Professor East-
man speak a bit on the process and the work 
behind the exhibit, attendees were then free to 
wander around and view these fascinating piec-
es.  
 
Exhibit description (from the Clark Labs Fa-
cebook page): ɈAn exhibit by Ron Eastman and 
Clark Labs. Prof. Eastman will provide a short 
introduction to the images which were created 
using Geographic ϥnformation System and ϥm-
age Processing software.  
 
The human species now so dominates the 
world that we are transforming it profoundly. 
What are the consequences? How do we envi-
sion future states of the environment? To know 
the future, we must know the present, we must 
know the past, and we must know how to 
learn. Humans are adept at this, but sometimes 
the problems are so large that they are impos-

sible to solve. With earth-observing satellites and machine learning, however, we now have the essential ingredients for 
geoEnvisioning Ɂ predicting and assessing future outcomes of human endeavors.  
 
This collaboration between the Higgins School of Humanities and Clark Labs is part of (HigginsɅ) Spring Dialogue Symposi-
um, "What's Next?" and showcases both the beauty and scientiɲc potential that geoEnvisioning aϜords. Ɉ 
 
To view the digital exhibit, check out the Clark Labs Facebook page! 
 
Above Photo: Ɉ5th year MS-GϥS student Moriah Day viewing a map of vulnerability of cropland in northwest Ohio to transition to open space development 
in the future. Redder areas have higher vulnerability. The map was created using an artiɲcial neural network. The neural network looks at historical exam-
ples of land conversion and relates them to factors such as elevation, slope, proximity to urban development, proximity to various kinds of roads and so 
on. Maps such as this are used by land change models to predict future development. (Analysis by Hannah Rush).ɉ Photo taken by Stefano Crema (Clark 
Labs) 
 
Figure (below): ɈA map of vulnerability to change is not really a prediction, but an important step towards a speciɲc forecast. These maps show areas of 
pond aquaculture in 2014 (in blue) in Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand. There is a good chance youɅve eaten shrimp that were raised in these ponds. The 
left panel shows present-day vulnerability of land conversion from mangroves to new shrimp ponds (on a scale from 0-1). To convert the vulnerability 
image to a prediction, we need information on the rate of change. The right panel has extrapolated the current rate of conversion to create a prediction 
for the year 2050. ϥn this case, the colors represent probability of conversion by 2050. (Analysis by Sean Cunningham and Ron Eastman).ɉ  
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